ENTRANCE ACCREDITATION IN THE EDUCATION &
TRAINING POST-SECONDARY SCHOOL PATHS

The "A.R.G.O." Project (the human resources accreditation
to grant occupation) aims at recognising and emphasizing
the skills acquired not only throughout formal and informal
training programs, but also through working experiences,
in order to allow people to access higher secondary forma-
tion courses, that is to permit the recognition of one's pro-
fessional skills at a European level. This acknowledgement
will certainly favour mobility on the territory, but, n a more
general ground, t will permit the comparison between dif-
ferent professional training and educational experiences,
with no homogeneity aim. In order to reach this goal, the
partners of the project, after a careful analysis of the com-
plex network of European and national regulations in force,
strong in their practical knowledge within the limits of their
regional professional competences, will work out: models
for the accreditation of any basic acquired competence
when starting a course; instruments aiming either at as-
sessing professional competences or at providing an incen-
tive to self-training; minimal standards of competence
characterising the professional profile of the "Higher level
Technician competent in tourist organisation and market-
ing" production of various didactic materials (tests, hyper-
texts, simulations, etc.) that will be easily accessible and
inexpensive, in compliance with the objectives, and ad-
justed to the professional standards required at a European
level. The project can be motivated as follows: at present
there are no methods or instruments aiming at assessing
or evaluating the accreditation of competences - some-
times quite remarkable - accumulated in formal and infor-
mal training programs it is certainly necessary to confront
professional skills at a European level it is moreover neces-
sary to open up to confrontation, which, also within the
limits of one's profession, will help to improve, enlarge and
refine one's experience. The ARGO project aims at promot-
ing the re-qualification and mobility of workers in the na-
tions that are partners in the project. The topics of the
projects can be described as follows: the elaboration and
dissemination of the basic European standard of base skills
and technical-professional skills characterizing the profile
of the "Higher level Technician competent in tourist organi-
zation and marketing". Through this study, two kinds of
skills, that are usually acquired after a working experience,
can be evaluated: base skills in literacy and numeracy
(indispensable conditions, necessary to allow individuals
devoid of a secondary school diploma, to access higher
education technical-professional skills specific to the differ-
ent working fields of activity the identification of a model,
acknowledged in the partners' nations, for the accreditation
of skills when accessing post-diploma higher education
courses The identification of a standard of competence and
a model for the accreditation of competence, has been
limited to a well determined sector: the tourism marketing.
Their definition and the methodology used and shared at a
transnational level were of a primary importance.
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